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& Pelroaary 1965

wiliplous Afriliations in South Vietnas

il o Divm stetimtics gre svailable en the mumber
i swdberents to Sauth Vietnam's four major religimn;
cdugdiimm, Cntholieimu, and Lts two indipenous svets. The
latier arv the Hoa ARo--an offshool of Ruddhisms, and the
LHO LAL, 2 synoretic religion drawing on Christianity,
Swdadbisn, and Confacionist pemcticss. He valid roligions
sEiG 48 known Lo have been iaken, asd there las been no
~oceni populetion cenfisr, Estisntes of rveligious strongth
are wEirapolated on the basie of eerlier Yronch statistics
wi the ntmber of Catholics, ths clsins of the vavious rp.
tigiong which tend lo bo exappersted, aad curzent total
papalation estingtes of nearly 16 million.

.0 The bulk o Bouth Yietnas's populai Son--—inciuding
“be magority of the populdiion, perhaps G070 percent,
virkol: looBely identifios {tmoelf with Hauddhisme-pract Loos
& fova of ancestor worship limited largely to the observ-
faew o traditional ancestor rites in which animist ine
~luence is provalent. (Bbout 300,000 ethnic almority
raibesusa in the central highlands are predominsntly
aninist) . Thus in the vanpe of 10 million Vietnswoese
are posdnally Suddhist,

G Uhe great skjority of these Yietnamese Duddhiecs
aie of (e MabRyana school, which evolved in Ching and
ciler sroes of noxrthern Asis. This school arsanimed the
panarel Associstion of Duddbhists (GAR) Ffarmed in Souih
vietn&n in the sarly 12508, and provides the leadership
wi B revepped Unified Buddhist ASsociation (UBA) estab-
lished in Joncary 1962 in an effort to unite all of South

Viginam's Duddhist sects. The GAB claimod & forenl mecbar .

ship in 1863 of sbout 1 »illion, plus 2 million to 3 =il-
lion more-or-less-aotive followers. In nddition somse

SO0, 000 to 300,000 Theravada Buddhists -the school pre
valling in southern Asia snd in Thailand, PBoras, sod Con-
salia--toined the UBA. The mmiority of Therkvada Buddhists
L Yietnss ave of Bhwer (or Caphoding) stoek, Bod only
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ahout 0,000 sre ethuic Vietosmose., The URA, atill with
“n acties strenpih of 1 edllion or less, formy the hard
cusg ol Baddhist militency in Vietoms

“. o decpraphically, Wahayens Deddhiss drawe its

vrmnrtl Uron northorn Somth Vietnum, prismcily &l
PoosREinl Lowlesds ite foeml nodnt 48 the city o

» waeldence of South Vietsen's most poweriul mon:
ssdng, bul SDeddbist strensih extends throughaout most
i clties and tewns of central Yiotnsm -Gumne Pri,
VR Neng, Hod Ac, Qui Bhon, Toy Hox, Nha Trang, Phan
hist--and isto the sountain resord ares of Delst., fude
dhisn 48 sisc perevalont in the wargl villinge® of centrsl
Vielaks, Lut voentrsl orgseizstion in roysl avess i=
#till looss. Bhw Buddhtets are well erganised in Safipos,
begdquartove of the UBA ond the stronghald of ¥ohavans
Silists {rem the soulbern proviooes oF woll s of
relugecs o Comsemist Horth Vietsas, Hohayaue pagoduss
oxigt Livoughoat the deltn provisces msouih of Salgon,
sul have (eaditionslly enjoyed wide sntaemony from the
adiional avgaclsttion, sre loss nilitent ithan the U4
iesdeship, asd, i{n fmez, provide the stronpth of &
saRll vivel ovganimation, the Genorsi Buddhist Charelt,
Thevavads Imddhine I8 conceniraded in arcas satiled by
sthnle Lieers, principally in Vinh Binh and Ba Eayemn
Fravlaces ot the south of fles Boong, smnd in Cesbodisn
Lapgor arels. The Thernveds schoo) gives only tenuoas
Hepbert o the UBA, and doos not baek the political aime
af Liw Mabkaybops nilitants

. Whe vatholic populstion of South Vietnan is
erdinated at 1.5 sdiltonm io 2 million, inclumding wmore
i 200,000 petfugeas from Novrid Vietaem wHO Cosposn
intholicisn'n ailitent clevent. The Crtholice ore
Lnrengedt in Saigon, Bue, mnd othow mRyoy towne. They
e Rlso strongly conosntriied is several provinees
Gorgh, aorthemst, and o8st of Galgon, pe ticalariy fien
2, Long Bhoanh, and Phuoe Tay where there Ao meserous
Farupes settlements, Thoesn i8 2 larvge Ustholic oom-
SHBILY i Ty Binh Province neothwost of Bgigon, asd
R Uiwe madn higheay leading 1o the provines, and an

gve in sopihetnmost An Ruwvan Prewvince undor Fathew
AOR. R (Binose refupse. Catholic setiloments sxtend ints
the Bekong Belta but probably iaciuds no more than fiva
aovesnd of the sopulition of most delth& provinces hey
R¥we ilouid in many 1and devalopmeni entecs Lhronahont
sl country, partionlarly io Bish Disk Provinve ang
Syl 4ol dhon, whoere aong of the northern Yl Oon

e See b Ramd,

L

g
gAR % L5
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G, The How Huo sect clmims sbout 3 alilion foliowers,
sut this figure is probably double it sctudl strength.
Thoe Hom Hso are concentrated in An Glang end Chau Deoc
Provigess, ooy the Mekong where it enters Cambodim, bhut
whay #pill over into Elen Glang, and ap far south as
hworyr Thien snd An Xuyen Provinces. The Cao Dni sect,
which clairmm 1.5 nillion adberents. probably hns less
thn 1 million members. 1its ceater is in Tay Nianh Prov.-
Inee, the gite of the Cae Dl Holy Ses; CRo Dali are es-
tinatod to number one thivd of Tay Xinh's total popula-
Tion of 438,908, and sre heavily soitled in the delts
srovinces of ¥len Hos and Dinh Tuong, with 8 soattering
in ter other provinces. Hom Beo &nd Cao Dai power dorives
larpely from theldr once poseriul, sutonomous prmies
which were subdued by the Diem governoenl; couplny-Slzed
unite formed by the secte kre agein cooperating with
Uien's succossorg, and many provinoes outside Hos Hao
aud Coo DY sttongholde now fimd the soots B priacipel
source ol recrults Zor thelr provincial paraniiitsry
Fovees. This revivel of Hom Hao and Coo Dai fraed
zizenpth 18 8 Sourcee Of cneaBiness in many delin prov-
inces, snd swmong the Catholics in ‘Pay Winh Provinoas
whoye the Cao Dai contiol the proviaclel adainistration,

¥. Althourgh there i congiderable veligious frie-
tian in some ruaral aress, particularly botwenn Bﬁéﬁh#&fa
i Catholics in centirel Yietnonm, sany provinoess-.
spoeciiliy in the southern half of the aﬁuntry«urﬂpart
o relligices problem in the countryside. Religious con-
ilxmﬁ is sharpest in the larper cities and towm, where
t iz geledtinlliy political, and primsrily hetwoen

ghxhﬁﬁiﬁ%& amt Catholice. At the bolght of & govoynmonisl
orisis last August, sharp street lighting betwees Ihud-
diaist and Catholic nolw erupted fn Saigon, and there
wore &i80 gote sorious coclashes in seee of the northern
costal townn. Althoush responsidis leaders on both
sidos goplored the violgnce, renowed politlical tensions
vonld briag & recurrence ¢f communsl etrife. In womt
urben areas, Jdespite the fact thedt many law enforpemont
aiiticors share Catholic suspicions of Communist influence
snwsny the Dudidibists, the Buddhists appedy to bo 2 gtvongeyr
ioree. ‘They infloence, although they may aot fully con-
tral, most student groups except purely Catholic orgsnisa-
tinas. Ia e, 5,000 porsons asy normally turmn out (o
gy Tel Quang speal, and as ofaany as 30,000 have partici-
saibed in Buaddhist donopstrations, wheronas the largsst

Approved For Release 2003/05/16 : CIA-RDP79T00472A000700010015-5




Approved For Release 2003/05/16 : CIA-RDP79T00472A000700010015-5

pro-Latholic desonstrations heve ifotaled abhout 53,9006, In
saligen, o pajor Catholilc demoneirstlon mustered about
30,000 people, while close to 150,000 twened out for o
putitically oharped Duddbist funersl. The oztent to whiich
aither croup sctuslly hires troodlesakers is unknown, bot
oth haves potentizlly violent olomante- -the Catheolics
fxwa & militant setilesont in Bien Hoa speer Ssigon, and
the Buddbists 2nony emotiondlly voelatile vouth. Demon-
givations, particularly by the Buddhisis, bave Iregpently
bean Lhe occaglon for apparent Viet Cong tevrovist ez
vlaitation.

2. Varicum factors other than size &lone, hwowover,
sifeat the relative strength of religlous organtmsutions
in douth Vietnsm., The dymemic, milftant jesdership of
”&u Suddiist Imstitute 15 & more potent polificel forow
phan the Size of ity active cembership would sugpest.

Huch of this strenglh comes Ifrom the sucesspful Buddhist
chphiien sgatost Dies, which drew synpathy from nost of
fien's politlcal opposents, incliuding many Catholies,

Hos ilno, Cso Dai, and others not syspathetic with presont
H#udahist sssertivenuss. The power of the Duddhist politsi~
]l monie in central Yieitnss also proebably reosalts as
mich fran tERditionel reglonnl animoiities as fyon
religious factors. Sinilerly, the Catholies, by superioy
aducat lon in French-run schools in Vietnsm or abroad,
save provided a greater share of Vietnsa'’s talented
ulite than their numbers warrant, althourh they still

e a alnority of the couatry's lesders. TPurtheraove,
Chesy RYe & mope tightly hanit, disceipliined, and ideolopi~
zally cohesive group then are the Buddhints.
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